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The boys from Brophy joined us in October 

in La Manzanilla de La Paz, along with two 

chaperones.  Pictured from left to right, Ryan, 

Ayaan and John in the Plaza Principal. 

They arrived on Wednesday and had a full 

schedule until they returned to Phoenix on 

the following Monday.  On the bus ride from 

the airport to La Manzanilla, the young men 

learned about the culture and customs of the 

region we would be visiting.   

While we set 

up the 

articles for 

the medical 

kits, the boys 

and their chaperones learned CPR on our 

manikins, along with some of our other health 

workers.  As you can see, they got down and 

dirty, kneeling on the floor of the Casa de 

Cultura as they acquired this new skill.  They 

learned the CAB 

(Compression, Airway, 

Breathing) method of 

CPR now 

recommended by 

Mayo and the 

American Heart 

Association, over the 

previous ABC (Airway, 

Breathing, 

Compression) method 

of CPR. 
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Later, the boys and their 

chaperones, Chabli and Kelly, who 

are both Brophy teachers, put 

together all of our medical kits for 

the project, alongside  one of Tia’s 

board members, Shelley Detwiller 

DiGiacomo, who joined us on the 

project.  Here pictured are Ayaan 

and John as they put boxes of 

medicine in each kit.  The volunteers 

put our IV solutions, glucometers, 

injectables, rehydration packets, 

instruments, etc. in each kit and 

checked for an accurate count.  Each 

of the volunteers received a 

stethoscope as a gift which they also made use of during the Promotora 

course.  We then had a light dinner before lights out. 

 

The next morning, we headed out to 

the field with the brigade.  The boys 

learned to take vitals and assisted 

the brigade with patients, visited the 

nearby elementary school, and 

helped weigh and measure the 

children.  The boys learned how to 

do a blood draw.  They also lent a 

hand to the brigade psychologists 

with their evaluations of the village 

children.  There was even time for a 

quick game of volleyball with to 

school kids before returning to La 

Manzanilla. 

 

 

“I FEEL 

PRIVILEGED 

TO HAVE 

EXPERIENCED 

THE PASSION 

AND 

DEDICATION 

OF THE 

COMMUNITY 

TO LEARNING 

HOW TO 

BETTER CARE 

FOR ONE 

ANOTHER.” – 

SHELLEY 

TIA BOARD 

MEMBER 



 

 

The Tia Foundation ● Tel: 602-694-8100 ● Email: tiafoundation@cox.net  

P.O. Box 36203 Phoenix, Arizona, 85067  ●   www.tiafoundation.org 

 

After the midday meal with the 

brigade, we headed back to the 

Casa de Cultura to resume our 

training.  The Promotores and the 

volunteers learned how to deliver 

a baby with our new birthing 

manikin.   

The brigade taught us how to 

make a water purification system 

using inexpensive things most 

people have around their home.  

Water quality is a serious issue in 

many of our villages. 

That evening, the brigade 

doctors and allied health 

professionals surprised us with a 

carne asada barbecue at their 

cabin!  The boys played cards 

with Nate and members of the 

brigade.  Chaperones Kelly and 

Chabli joined in the fun.  After the 

festivities, it was time to hit the 

hay. 

 

 

“I BELIEVE 

STRONGLY 

THAT WHEN 

PEOPLE 

STAND 

TOGETHER, 

THEY CAN DO 

ANYTHING, 

BUT SEEING 

THAT 

HAPPEN 

FIRST HAND 

IS AN 

EXPERIENCE 

I WILL 

ALWAYS 

CHERISH.” 
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Graduation Day! 

We were up and at it 

early on the final 

project day.  The 

brigade held 

consultations in the 

Plaza Mayor in La 

Manzanilla.  The boys 

were on hand to assist 

with taking vitals and 

other duties.  

Meanwhile, the rest of 

Equipo Tia (Team Tia) was busy setting up for the graduation ceremony.  

All the medical kits were transferred to the Casa de Cultura, lots of chairs 

placed for the graduates and the audience, and the proud Promotores 

arrived with food for the post-graduation fiesta.  

At the ceremony, the boys helped distribute the medical kits and 

diplomas and 

shook hands with 

the graduates.  It 

meant a great deal 

to the villagers 

that the people 

from Brophy came 

from so far away 

and cared 

genuinely about 

them.  The 54 

Promotores felt 

very honored and 

proud, not only of their wonderful accomplishment, but that Brophy was 

there to witness it. 

 

“I SAW THE 

PRIDE AND 

EMPOWER-

MENT OF THE 

PEOPLE IN 

LEARNING 

TO PROVIDE 

CRITICAL 

HEALTH 

CARE GROW 

WITH EACH 

CLASS.” - 

SHELLEY 

DETWILLER 

DIGIACOMO 
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Saturday at 

Hogar de la 

Caridad 

The Brophy team 

did not rest on their 

laurels after our 

successful 

completion of the 

Promotores project.  

The very next day, 

we headed to 

Hogar de la Caridad, a 

home for abandoned 

children and young 

adults with cerebral 

palsy and extreme 

disabilities, founded 

by the same order as 

Mother Teresa’s, the 

Missionaries of 

Charity.  All of the 

residents were either 

wheelchair bound or bed ridden and required a great deal of care.  

Team Brophy and Equipo Tia all rolled up their sleeves and worked hard 

for 10 hours in 

the home.  We 

took some of 

the residents for 

a walk in a 

nearby park (as 

pictured), 

mopped floors, 

cleaned the 

pantry top to 

bottom, spoon-

fed the 

residents, 
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washed and folded 

laundry, and 

created lovely 

bouquets for the 

Saturday evening 

mass, which we all 

attended.   We 

were there to 

celebrate 

Teresita’s birthday, 

which delighted 

her immensely! 

The rest of the Brophy trip involved more cultural activities and culinary 

delights.  We took a ride in horse 

drawn carriages through the 

historic center of Guadalajara; 

visited San Juan de Dios, one of the 

oldest markets; toured the 

Expiatorio, an iconic old cathedral; 

visited the lovely center of 

Tlaquepaque; and held a Fiesta de 

Gracias (Thank You Party) and 

farewell for our Medical Brigade 

from Universidad del Valle de 

Mexico. 

Get Involved 

Have you ever thought about going 

on a project and helping those in 

need?  Tia is now doing volunteer expeditions to the field. We would be 

happy to provide further details.   

If you have donated to Tia, then you know that every $5 you have 

donated has given a person healthcare for life, someone’s child, brother 

or grandmother.   Not only are you giving someone hope, but you are 

giving tens of thousands of people the power and motivation to improve 

their own lives and that help lasts forever.  

FOLLOW US ON 

SOCIAL MEDIA! 

 

WE ARE ON 

FACEBOOK 

INSTAGRAM 

AND 

TWITTER 

 

HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 

FROM YOUR 

FRIENDS AT 

THE 

 


